Foreword
The Importance of African American Art, Life and History:

African Americans as Co-workers in the Kingdom of Culture
by Alicia L. Moore and La Vonne I. Neal

Those who have no record of what their forebears have accomplished lose the inspiration which comes from the teaching of biography and history. - Carter G. Woodson

The father of Black History, Carter G. Woodson, left “a legacy of speaking a fundamental truth to the world--that Africans and people of African descent are makers of history and co-workers in what W. E. B. Du Bois called, ‘The Kingdom of Culture.’"1 As well, Woodson, in the above quote, shares the importance of learning about the accomplishments of our forebears as inspiration for our lives. In this issue, ‘The Kingdom of Culture’2 is exemplified through lessons about African American art, life, and history. These lessons present the accomplishments of Africans and their African American descendants and are synonymous with great effort, triumph, and achievement. However, there are those who question the importance of African American history and question its validity and relevance in American history. 
As an example, in June of 2005, the Associated Press printed a story about a lawmaker named John Perzel. Perzel is a Republican speaker of the Philadelphia House who urged the city’s school district (a district whose demographics are reported as 67% black, 14% Hispanic, 14% white and 5 percent Asian) to reconsider what he called an ‘unnecessary’ high school graduation requirement. That requirement called for high school students to take an African-American history course in order to graduate. Perzel, in a letter to the chairman of the Philadelphia School Reform Commission, wrote: ‘I would like to see them master basic reading, writing and arithmetic . . . Once we have them down pat, I don’t care what they teach…. They should understand basic American history before we go into African-American history. 3 When we, the editors of this bulletin, read this online article, we were taken aback by the fundamentally uninformed point of view being espoused in a city which is home to the African American Historical and Cultural Museum. “The Museum was the first institution funded and built by a major municipality to preserve, interpret and exhibit the heritage of African Americans.”4 
Like Speaker Perzel, for some the question of the importance of African American History seems to be an enigma. In response, Lisa Lambert, contributor in the Northwest Missourian, asserts that the answer to this question is simple and may be so simple that it often gets overlooked. She writes, “Black History is American history and American citizens should be aware of and understand all of their history. There is Presidents Day, Columbus Day, Veterans Day and Independence Day because it is generally accepted that these people and events have positively impacted America and thus should be celebrated, and rightly so. But it is just as important to recognize and celebrate all of the cultures represented in America and all of the people who have contributed to its progress.”5  Lambert’s answer is quite simple and yet it is quite profound – African American history is American history.  Consequently, we contend that if textbooks and other resources highlighted the achievements and contributions of African Americans with the alacrity given historical events about and people of European descent, there would be no need for the distinction. 
This issue of the ASALH Black History Bulletin seeks to present insights into instructional strategies, methodologies, resources, and materials that pay homage to the art, culture, life, and history of African Americans as co-workers in the kingdom of culture. The articles included introduce creative, accurate lessons and ideas for use in middle and high school social studies and history classes. 
Notes

1. The Association of African American Life and History (ASALH) continues Carter G. Woodson’s legacy of uplifting the contributions of African Americans in art, culture, life and history. http://www.asalh.org/aboutasalhmain.html.


2. “Co-workers in the Kingdom of Culture” referenced in Marking: Race, Race-making, and the Writing of History. Address given by Thomas C. Holt, President of the American Historical Association, 1994, in a paper read before the American Historical Association at its meeting in New York City, January 4, 1995. Published in The American Historical Review, Vol. 100, No. 1.(Feb., 1995), pp. 1-17. Retrieved from http://www.historians.org/info/AHA_History/THolt.htm on March 3, 2006. 

3. Lawmaker Wants School Requirement Changed. Retrieved from http://www.afro-netizen.com/race_culture_history/index.html, on January 10, 2006.


4. The African American Museum in Philadelphia (http://www.aampmuseum.org/index.htm). 


5. Lisa Lambert. Answers to the importance of black history (2006). Northwest Missourian.  Retrieved from www.missourianonline.com/missourian/archives/02092006/pdfs/A5.pdf  on March 3, 2006.
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