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CHILD PRODIGY, INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED PIANIST, CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVIST, POLITICAL WIFE & 
PIONEER OF TELEVISION AND FILM
THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN TO HOST 
HER OWN TELEVISION SHOW

BIOGRAPHY HONORS A NEARLY FORGOTTEN STAR’S

INDELIBLE LEGACY

"… Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., Harlem, and Hazel Scott…a marvelous tapestry of black life, particularly from the Depression to the Civil Rights era…Hazel Scott's magnificent career is the brightest thread, and Chilton handles it with the same finesse and brilliance as her subject brought to the piano."—Herb Boyd, author of Baldwin's Harlem: A Biography of James Baldwin
-more-

"..in an era where there was limited mainstream recognition of Black Stars, Hazel Scott's talent stood out…I am pleased to see her legend honored." —Melvin Van Peebles, Filmmaker/Director

"This book is really, really important. It comprises a lot of history—of culture, race, gender, and America. In many ways, Hazel's story is the story of the twentieth century."—Murray Horwitz, NPR commentator and coauthor of Ain't Misbehavin'
"A wonderful book about an extraordinary woman: Hazel Scott was a glamorous, gifted musician and fierce freedom fighter. Thank you Karen Chilton for reintroducing her. May she never be forgotten."—Farah Jasmine Griffin, professor, Institute for Research in African-American Studies, Columbia University
“Karen Chilton’s highly anticipated Hazel Scott is both elegant and eloquent.”                 —Wil Haygood, author of King of the Cats: The Life and Times of Adam Clayton Powell, Jr.
NEW YORK, NY – (December, 2008) - In this fascinating biography, HAZEL SCOTT: The Pioneering Journey of a Jazz Pianist from Café Society to Hollywood to HUAC , critically acclaimed writer Karen Chilton traces the brilliant arc of the gifted and audacious pianist Hazel Scott, from international stardom to ultimate obscurity.

A child prodigy, born in Trinidad and raised in Harlem in the 1920s, Scott's musical talent was cultivated by her musician mother, Alma Long Scott as well as several great jazz luminaries of the period, namely, Art Tatum, Fats Waller, Billie Holiday and Lester Young. Career success was swift for the young pianist—she auditioned and received admission to the prestigious Juilliard School when she was only eight years old, hosted her own radio show, and shared the bill at Roseland Ballroom with the Count Basie Orchestra at fifteen. 

After several stand-out performances on Broadway, it was the opening of New York's first integrated nightclub, Café Society, that made Hazel Scott a star. Still a teenager, the "Darling of Café Society" wowed audiences with her swing renditions of classical masterpieces by Chopin, Bach, and Rachmaninoff. By the time Hollywood came calling, Scott had achieved such stature that she could successfully challenge the studios' deplorable treatment of black actors.  Furthermore, she demanded and received pay commensurate to that of her white counterparts. She would later become the first black in the US to host her own national television show.

During the 1940s and 50s, her sexy and vivacious presence captivated fans worldwide, while her marriage to the controversial black, New York Congressman and minister, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., kept her constantly 
-more-

in the headlines. During the marriage, Scott ultimately sacrificed her lucrative career  to appease Powell and his congregants at Harlem’s famed and historic Abyssinian  Baptist Church.

In a career spanning over four decades, Hazel Scott became known not only for her accomplishments on stage and screen, but for her outspoken advocacy of civil rights and her refusal to play before segregated audiences. Her relentless crusade on behalf of African Americans, women, and artists made her the target of the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) during the McCarthy Era, eventually forcing her to join the black expatriate community in Paris. 

By age twenty-five, Hazel Scott was an international star. Before reaching thirty-five, however, she considered herself a failure. Plagued by insecurity and depression, she twice tried to take her own life. Though she was once one of the most sought-after talents in show business, Scott would return to America, after years of living abroad, to a music world that no longer valued what she had to offer. In this first biography of an important but overlooked African American pianist, singer, actor and activist, Hazel Scott's contributions are finally recognized in HAZEL SCOTT: The Pioneering Journey of a Jazz Pianist from Café Society to Hollywood to HUAC. 
“HAZEL SCOTT DAY” – On February 9th, Proclamations from the Offices of Congressman Charles B. Rangel, Governor David A. Paterson and City Councilmember Inez E. Dickens were presented to the author at a Harlem book event, hosted by Hue-Man Bookstore. Congressman Rangel has officially written “Hazel Scott Day” into the congressional record.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Karen Chilton is a New York City-based writer & actor.  A native of Chicago’s South Side, Ms. Chilton received her Business degree from Bradley University. She has extensive musical training from The Chicago Conservatory of Music in classical piano and has studied abroad as an America Field Service (AFS) international exchange student in the Dominican Republic. Other areas of intensive study include jazz history and dramatic writing. 
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Chilton was awarded a month-long writer’s residency at the Millay Colony for the Arts to support her work on this book. In addition to Hazel Scott: The Pioneering Journey of a Jazz Pianist from Café Society to Hollywood to HUAC (University of Michigan Press), she is the co-author of I Wish You Love, the jazz memoir of legendary vocalist, Gloria Lynne (St. Martin’s Press). The autobiography was a critical success, receiving an outstanding review from the industry journal, Publishers Weekly, which stated:  “Full of gossip, exclamation and vernacular, it’s a book that demands to be read out loud.  This is a moving tribute to the crucible of Harlem jazz.” 
For more information about Hazel Scott: The Pioneering Journey of a Jazz Pianist from Café Society to Hollywood to HUAC or to request an interview with Karen Chilton, please contact the author directly at 
718-703-9821 or via email at southsidesister@aol.com.
For more information about Ms. Chilton and her work, please visit www.karen-chilton.com.
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