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New book opens door to a world of adventure and opportunity in America’s Great Outdoors
Atlanta, Ga. (Dec. 4, 2009) – What if you found out that your ancestors had left you a precious gift generations ago but no one had ever told you about it? You would want all the information you could get, right? Audrey and Frank Peterman have written a book that shows the way to such a treasure that they say is hidden in plain view: our federal system of national parks, forests and wildlife preserves.
With their just-released book, Legacy on the Land: a Black Couple Discovers Our National Inheritance and Tells Why Every American Should Care, the Petermans offer a must-have guide into our country’s most pristine natural features. They show how these lands are living monuments to our ancestors’ accomplishments, from the Buffalo Soldiers to Sir Lancelot Jones and beyond. Bequeathed to the American public “for our inspiration and enjoyment,” we are obligated to pass them on intact to future generations. 
The illuminating 217-page book begins with the Peterman’s adventures and the awe and amazement they experience driving 12,000 miles across 40 states from Ft. Lauderdale to Washington State. It includes descriptions of their experiences in America’s “Crown Jewel” national parks, and the shock of seeing less than a handful of other black or brown people among thousands of white visitors.
The book contains an appendix listing the units of the park system from Florida to Alaska that reveal African Americans’ contributions to the system and the country. There are also many references to the units that memorialize Native American, Latino and Asian American contributions as well as those of white Americans.

The Petermans also address common misconceptions among people of color, such as the belief that you have to “rough it” if you’re outdoors, and that the outdoors is a dangerous place.
“You can go from glitz to grass, as I like to describe it,” says Audrey. “Many of the parks actually have hotels and lodges inside them, with every possible convenience. At the very least, you can find chain hotels and restaurants just outside the park boundaries. And we have not had one negative or hostile experience in the parks, although we’ve visited 153 of the 392 units.”

To learn more, visit www.Legacyontheland.com; to schedule interviews or readings with Audrey and Frank Peterman, call 678-231-4973. Legacy on the Land is also available through Amazon.com.
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