Request for Support
Association for the Study of African American Life and History

Educational Programs for Young People at the 95th Annual Conference
Request:  The Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH) requests your help in supporting educational programming for young people at ASALH’s 95th annual conference in Raleigh, North Carolina, September 29-October 3, 2010.  These activities include the annual teacher workshop, distribution of Black History Month educational materials to local schools, Youth Day events for local teens, and student registration for the scholarly sessions.

History of ASALH:  Carter G. Woodson, the son of former slaves and the second African American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard University, founded ASALH in 1915.   Through the organization, he established African American history as a scholarly discipline and created Black History Month, which today is celebrated by the entire nation.   Now known as the Father of Black History, Dr. Woodson called attention to the contributions of African Americans, not only to educate whites and other ethnic groups, but also to begin healing the corrosive effects of racism on the self-images of black Americans.  As part of this effort, he initiated the annual convention to encourage research and presentations about how people of African descent participated in the making of America and helped shape the development of societies and cultures worldwide.  Our 2010 conference continues a ninety-five-year tradition begun by Dr. Woodson.

Current work and mission:  ASALH is a nonprofit, tax-exempt professional organization.  Headquartered in Washington, DC, the organization expands understanding of African American history through education, research, and publishing.  In particular, ASALH:

· Supports the study of African American history in homes, schools, colleges, churches, organizations, business, and government

· Works with youth through publications as well as programming, encouraging at-risk teens to stay in school, avoid negative influences, and plan for a successful future

· Partners with the White House to set and announce an annual theme for National Black History Month 

· Sponsors an annual convention to present the latest research and analysis in the field to an audience of scholars, educators, students, and other members of the public

· Co-sponsors, with National History Day, awards to high school students for winning projects, papers, or performances relating to African American history

· Publishes the Journal of African American History, Black History Bulletin, The Woodson Review, and other materials to educate a broad and diverse audience

· Works with the National Park Service and other organizations on public history projects such as the Carter G. Woodson Historic Site and nationally traveling exhibitions like America I Am:  The African American Imprint
· Sponsors specialized professional development curriculum workshops, institutes, and seminars, and maintains a speakers’ bureau in support of black history programs throughout the year.

ASALH’s mission is to promote, research, preserve, interpret, and disseminate information about black life, history, and culture to the global community. 

The annual conference reflects ASALH’s dual commitment to working with youth and supporting and presenting cutting edge scholarship in African American history.   At the conference, scholars from across the nation will gather to make presentations and lead discussions that explore new information and ideas in the field of African American history and that respond to this year’s theme, “The History of Black Economic Empowerment.”  This theme, which honors the centennial of the National Urban League, encourages conferees to examine how African Americans organized to overcome systemic economic exclusion, gradually gaining a variety of opportunities.   Amidst this study of history, staff members will conduct a number of special programs for students and teachers.

Teacher Workshop:  The purpose of the workshop is to highlight the positive impact of culturally responsive teaching that incorporates dimensions of African American culture and concepts of identity development among African American middle and high school students. Participating teachers will leave with strategies they can immediately implement in general and special education environments. Take-home materials will help teachers align African American history content with both state and national standards.  

One of the most interesting features of the workshop is its reality-based presentation of demonstration teaching.  This year’s teacher workshop will run for two days and will be facilitated by Dr. La Vonne I. Neal, Dean of the College of Education at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.

Distribution of Black History Month materials:  Each year, ASALH chooses a theme for Black History Month, works with the White House to launch the month-long celebration, and creates and distributes a package of educational materials based on the theme.   Although the nationwide celebration occurs during February, the educational kit is designed to foster the teaching of African American history throughout the year and to support the idea that African American history is part and parcel of American history, not a separate area of study.  During the annual convention, ASALH distributes the current educational kit to schools in the surrounding metropolitan area free of charge.  ASALH also gives copies of its Black History Bulletin and Woodson Review (publications for educators and general readers) to its honorary co-chairs, asking them to share the content with area teachers.  

Youth Day:  Each year, ASALH holds Youth Day at the convention.  Young people from local city high schools, especially at-risk teens, gather to participate.  Powerful speakers and performers, some of whom are also teens, challenge the audiences to overcome obstacles, resist negative influences and temptations, and transform their lives through education and planning for a successful future.
In 2010, Youth Day will take place at the Raleigh Convention Center.   Each year, local students from the host city and surrounding region are engaged as co-facilitators.  In keeping with this tradition, students from Raleigh schools will join Kiamsha Youth Empowerment Organization of Prince George’s County, Maryland, to help present the Raleigh Youth Day program for peers from schools in the city of Raleigh.  
Kiamsha is a member of the Pen or Pencil Mentoring Network, which seeks to influence the lives of young people who are at the greatest risk of dropping out of school and becoming involved in crime.  “Pen” refers to penitentiary, and “Pen or Pencil” stresses the choice between education and potential incarceration. Kiamsha is an authorized Caregiver’s Choice affiliate of the National Alliance of Faith and Justice for mentoring children of prisoners.   As a partner with the National Alliance of Faith and Justice and ASALH, Kiamsha is helping address the overwhelmingly disproportionate minority contact in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems.  Kiamsha, which has partnered with ASALH for the past several years to offer programming as part of the convention, has been a major factor in the success of Youth Day activities.

Please see research below about the negative outcomes for school dropouts in poor neighborhoods and the strongly positive effects of Kiamsha youth trainings.

Student registration for the convention:  ASALH is working with local schools and universities to involve their students in the plenary sessions.  Through their attendance and participation in discussion, students gain insight into the outcomes of research as well as greater understanding of how and why scholarly meetings, journals, and books are created.  In this way, students are able to see themselves as the scholars of the future. 

Research on At-Risk Youth:  Our work with urban youth responds to a critical need.  As a special report commissioned by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation points out, nearly half of African American, Hispanic, and Native American students fail to graduate from high school.
  The situation is somewhat worse in cities.  At a 2008 “Call to Action Summit” sponsored by the Presidents’ Round Table of African-American CEOs to talk about the problem, black community college presidents and administrators shared information.  Dr. Andrew Jones of Dallas County Community College said, “In most of our major cities, less than 50 percent of African American males graduate from high school.  In some cases, 80 percent of the state prison population is African American males.  We know that it’s not the kind of thing to lay the foundation for healthy economies, a healthy society, and a safe society.”
 

School performance helps predict these outcomes.  On average, African American scores on achievement tests lag about thirty points behind those of whites.  In many urban areas, black teens associate being academically successful with the undesirable or the unattainable.  Simultaneously, incarceration rates for black males have steadily increased (in 2005, 1.5 million African American men were incarcerated), often resulting in disenfranchisement.  By 2008, there were five times as many African Americans incarcerated as whites.
  Among black men who drop out of high school, 72% are jobless, and about 60% will be incarcerated.
  The Urban League summarized these trends by writing, “too many of our young males appear stuck in the underclass of joblessness and hopelessness.”
  
“These numbers take your breath away,” said Sen. Charles Schumer (Dem, NY), “These numbers should cause national alarm and demand a national solution.”
  Many states and cities have responded by proposing more funding to community colleges, but the reality is that students must graduate from high school or get a GED and stay out of prison to be good candidates for community colleges.

A variety of studies and reports point to causes such as low per-pupil expenditures in urban schools, single-parent homes, lack of communication between schools and the home, gangs, and other negatives.  These indicators often cluster in poor neighborhoods.  Research by the Kellogg Foundation shows, furthermore, that the double hardship of living in a poor family (often supported by a single mother working more than one job) and living in a poor neighborhood is devastating:

The rapidly growing evidence on “neighborhood effects” finds that above and beyond individual level factors, disadvantaged neighborhood environments (for example, poverty concentration and food deserts) have a detrimental effect on child health and developmental outcomes. Poor neighborhood conditions may put children at risk for developmental delays, mental health and behavior problems, teen parenthood, and academic failure.

Furthermore, these poverty-related effects are clearly related to race.  In a 2007 report called “Children Left Behind,” the Harvard School of Health and the Center for the Advancement of Health wrote that “Across metropolitan America, black and Hispanic children face particularly severe challenges, especially compared to white and Asian children.”
  These disparities are strongly related to inequalities among neighborhood and school environments and become visible with infants’ low birth weight, a widespread lack (96%) of home ownership, high levels of neighborhood crime, and more. 

Are there countervailing positive influences?  Yes.  One of these positives is the study of African American history or history in general.  The American Historical Association, for example, says that history builds identity, helps us form values, leads us to recognize causation, and makes us better citizens.  It helps us learn to assess and interpret. It inspires us and gives us role models. 
  In analyzing dropout prevention strategies, the U.S. Department of Education’s Hispanic Dropout Project examined a range of programs, several of which, like Upward Bound, were available to all ethnic groups.  The report found that providing role models, awakening self-awareness and pride, and using motivational support by peers appear to be effective in helping the young to stay in school.
  This report’s outcomes are consistent with our experiences in partnering with Kiamsha, publishing black history materials for the classroom, working with teachers, and inviting teens to participate in our annual conference.  
ASALH began working with Kiamsha in 2000 in Washington, DC.  Since then, we have seen the powerful effect that peer-to-peer training can have, especially when grounded in the lessons of African American history.  As Kiamsha Executive Director Barbara Dunn says, “It is the history component that really awakens the youth,” and teen testimonials from students who formed branches of Kiamsha at their high schools underline the truth of her comment:

· “I immediately wanted to get involved and help empower my peers about our history.” (Janee Dixon)

· “I became interested in joining KIAMSHA because of emphasis on African American history.” (Kimika Ross)

· “Now I’m more aware of the importance of my black history.” (Audrienne Benning)

As Kiamsha youth travel to present programs at high schools, they use history to persuade other teens to avoid premarital sex, drugs, crime, and other negatives and to stay in school.  They point to addictions, teen pregnancy, and crime as new kinds of slavery.   As more Kiamsha branches are formed in these schools, local youth learn leadership skills and raise their self-esteem.  

The results are promising.  One hundred percent of Kiamsha students graduate high school, and the overwhelming majority go on to college and graduate school.  For example, of the 16 students in the first Kiamsha branch, all graduated from high school.  Eleven went to college, nursing school, or engineering school.  Two more went on to receive further education through the military (one became a nurse).  After undergraduate school, five received masters degrees, one achieved a Ph.D., and one a doctorate in pharmacy. These are the kinds of outcomes that keep ASALH working to fund youth programs in the cities where we hold our conferences.   If you are interested, please contact us for bios of Kiamsha youth who have now graduated college. 

We can only present one Kiamsha training each year, but we distribute black history educational kits nationwide annually.  These kits help young people learn about and take pride in their heritage and thus also help counter the negative outcomes of poverty and racism.
Your help is critically important:  ASALH’s educational programming gives African American youth a sense of their history as a people, builds their self-esteem, encourages them to do well in school, and helps them form a vision of themselves as university students and scholars. Our educational work at the annual conference also broadens understanding of African American history among all students and supports teachers in their presentation of this history.  Please help fund this vital effort.  

Thank you:  We thank you for taking time to review this request.  We look forward to partnering with you to make this year’s conference-based educational activities the best ever.
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